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Chloride social media captions
These captions are suggested for accompanying the graphics with matching messaging. Modify or add locally specific information or modify for your preferences.
To accompany the “Keep people and water safe this winter” graphic
Winter weather has arrived! Our maintenance choices can help keep people and water safe this winter. 
Salt helps reduce ice and increase safety, but it harms wildlife and pets, buildings and bridges, cars, and plants. Salt (or chloride) is a permanent pollutant—there is no practical way to remove it once it reaches our lakes, streams, and wetlands. It takes just one teaspoon of salt to pollute five gallons of water!
This snowy season, keep people and water safe with the tips below:
Shovel, scrape or sweep early and often. Manual removal is the single most effective way to combat snow and ice. This step is critical for keeping compaction to a minimum and stopping the slip. 
Sand or grit can help with traction. Try swapping out salt this winter by picking up a free bag of grit at a local hardware store. Visit getgrittymn.org for locations and information on how to use grit. This year’s giveaway goes until January 16th. 
Salt with care. If you stick with salt this winter, make sure you follow smart salting practices. A 20-foot driveway or 10 sidewalk squares can be safely salted with a 12-oz mug’s worth of salt. 
Stay mindful of temperatures. Salt is ineffective at temperatures below 15 degrees Fahrenheit. On cold days, skip salt entirely and opt for grit or salt to create traction. 
Sweep up any leftovers for reuse. Leftover grit, sand, and salt can be reused. Excess salt in particular should be swiftly swept up – salt only works on ice, not snow or bare pavement. 

To accompany the snowman graphic
Giving your snowman a hat: fun, but optional
Keeping your de-icer covered up: essential 
While it may seem like a small step, keeping any de-icing products covered helps protect local lakes, streams, and wetlands. It takes only one teaspoon of salt to pollute five gallons of water! When snow melts or rain falls, it carries any salt left in its path. Make sure you keep de-icing product covered (with a sealed lid when possible) and indoors to protect our community’s waters and wildlife. 
Find more tips for keeping local lakes, wetlands, and streams clean at vlawmo.org/residents. 
[or insert resources from your municipality] 



To accompany “Deicing salt harms local waters” graphic
Salt helps reduce ice and increase safety, but it harms wildlife and pets, buildings and bridges, cars, and plants. Salt (or chloride) is a permanent pollutant—there is no practical way to remove it once it reaches our lakes, streams, and wetlands.
Chloride is toxic to the fish, plants, and insects that call our waters home, even at low concentrations that equal about one teaspoon of salt per five gallons of water. Chloride increases water’s density and can even inhibit our lakes’ natural mixing patterns. In turn, this can reduce oxygen levels, further harming fish, insects, and plants.  
Following smart salting practices helps keep our freshwater fresh. This winter, apply any salt with care. 
· Shovel, scrape or sweep early and often. This method is safe, money saving, and the most environmentally friendly. 
· Swap salt for grit or sand, especially when traction is needed. 
· Salt with care—more salt does not mean more melting.
· Sweep up any leftovers for reuse. 
· Store de-icing product indoors and covered up to prevent accidental leaching. 
Learn more about smart salting and other ways to protect water at vlawmo.org/residents. 
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