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Pet Waste Blurbs
Sample language blurbs for item 16.6 of the MS4 permit relating to the distribution of educational materials or equivalent outreach focused on pet waste. 
This [season], remember to pick up after your pet.
Pet waste stinks! Did you know the harms of dog poo go beyond bad smells or stains on your neighbor’s shoes? Pet waste has concentrated nutrients and bacteria that pollute local waters and threaten human health. The next time you take your four-legged friend on a walk, keep a few key tips in mind:
· Bring a bag.
· Pick up pet waste right away.
· Make sure bagged pet waste makes it into a trash can. 
Thank you for helping our community stay healthy!

Picking Up Pet Waste Protects Water & Neighbors Alike
[Season] weather presents the perfect opportunity for enjoying long strolls outside. If you’re a pet owner, remember one key step that will keep your neighbors and lakes safe and healthy: pick up after your four-legged friend. 
Pet waste does more damage than simply unleashing a stench or staining your unsuspecting neighbor’s shoes—it adds harmful bacteria and nutrients to our local waters. The composition of pet waste is distinct from that of wildlife. Modern medicines and food load pet waste with nutrients that negatively impact our local waters. Beyond this, pet poo carries harmful pathogens.
When these piles are left on the ground, nutrients and bacteria travel from pavement and grass to nearby lakes, streams, and wetlands. Not only does this pose health risks to humans and other creatures, it also feeds algae that harms our waters. 
The good news is, preventing these hazards doesn’t require Herculean efforts. Remember three simple steps the next time you take your pet outside: 1) bring a bag; 2) pick up pet waste right away; 3) make sure bagged pet waste makes it into a trash can. 
[Season] is here, and it’s the perfect chance to enjoy extra time outdoors. The next time you take Fido out, just remember to pick up after him. Your neighbors—people, animals, and waters alike—will thank you. 

[Option to add language about local ordinances or other rules that may relate to pet waste. This is outlined in MS4 permit guidance under 16.6.c.: …any existing permittee regulatory mechanism(s) for pet waste.]
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